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 Baseline – on track Autumn – Dec – on track Spring – Apr – on track Summer – Jul ELG 

CL Listen to and joins in with stories, 

rhymes and songs. 

 

Listen to my friends and respond 

when the topic interests me. 

 

Shift attention from one task to 

another with adults support/ 

prompt with name 

 

Listen carefully at story time and 

join in with repeated refrains.   

 

Give a relevant response to an 

instruction. 

 

Ask questions and makes comments 

that make sense to them.  

Listen and respond with some relevance to 

ideas expressed by others. 

 

Maintain focus on adult led sessions. 

 

Follow two step instructions.  

 

Respond to discussion with comments and 

questions.  

 

Understand some abstract concepts (e.g 

before, after, if) 

Listening Attention & Understanding 

• Listen attentively and respond to what they 

hear with relevant questions, comments and 

actions when being read to and during whole 

class discussions and small group 

interactions. 

• Make comments about what they have 

heard and ask questions to clarify their 

understanding. 

• Hold conversation when engaged in back-

and-forth exchanges with their teacher and 

peers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Engage in conversation with adults 

and peers about their needs and 

wants.  

 

Use plurals and some tenses 

correctly.  

 

Ask simple questions. 

 

Talk in 4-6 word sentences.  

Communicate with peers and adults to 

express feelings and ideas.  

 

Use new vocabulary adults have taught 

and modelled. 

 

Ask who, what, why, when and how 

questions.  

Ask and answer why, when and how questions. 

 

Have small group or one-to-one conversations and 

discussions and uses new vocabulary in context. 

 

With support from the teacher, express thoughts 

and feelings with increasing sentence length.  

Speaking 

• Participate in small group, class and 1-to-1 

discussions, offering their own ideas, using 

recently introduced vocabulary. 

• Offer explanations for why things might 

happen, making use of recently introduced 

vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes 

and poems when appropriate. 

• Express their ideas and feelings about their 

experiences using full sentences, including 

use of past, present and future tenses and 

making use of conjunctions, with modelling 

and support from their teacher. 
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PSED Play alongside new peers and ‘with’ 
familiar peers.  

 

Show interest in their new peers  

 

Take turns with adult support 

 

Join in an activity when invited by an 

adult. 

 

 

 

Join in with a group of children who are 

playing. 

 

Form some closer friendships and seek 

them out to initiate play. 

 

Speak to peers within a game or activity. 

 

Take turns, with adult support, e.g. 

when playing a board game. 

 

 

 

 

Begin to solve small conflicts through speaking to 

each other and being assertive, e.g. “Stop that, I 

don’t like it” or “Can I have a turn when you are 

finished?” 

 

Attempt to repair relationships where a conflict 

has occurred.  

 

Hold back & forth conversations, listening to their 

peers’ ideas and responding appropriately. 
 

Take turns with a little support from an adult or 

with the systems in place, e.g. sand timers 

Building Relationships 

• Work and play cooperatively and take turns 

with others. 

• Form positive attachments to adults and 

friendships with peers. 

• Show sensitivities to their own and to others’ 
needs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Select activities with support 

 

Use the toilet/wash their hands 

independently. 

 

Have a basic understanding of right 

from wrong. 

 

Take their coat off and put it on. 

 

 

Try new activities independently or with 

peers. 

 

Know and follow the rules of the 

classroom for most of the time. 

 

Use the toilet independently and wash 

hands, knowing why this is important. 

 

 

Seek out new activities and challenges 

independently 

 

Begin to persevere when something is challenging. 

 

Discuss ways to keep our bodies healthy 

 

Discuss sensible choices. 

 

Can talk about own and others’ emotions 

 

 

 

 

Managing self 

• Be confident to try new activities and show 

independence, resilience and perseverance in 

the face of challenge.  

• Explain the reasons for rules and know right 

from wrong and try to behave accordingly. 

• Manage their own basic hygiene and personal 

needs, including dressing, going to the toilet 

and understanding the importance of healthy 

food choices. 
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Express and talk about feelings 

(happy/sad) – I want mummy 

 

Give attention for a short period of 

time 

 

Follow simple instructions 

 

Identify and name some common 

feelings in themselves or others, e.g. 

happy, upset, cross, lonely, worried. 

 

Explain to an adult what has happened 

when they are upset. 

 

Show empathy in simple ways, e.g. 

finding an adult for a child who is hurt. 

 

Accept when transitioning from own 

choice of play to adult-led teaching e.g. 

Phonics 

 

Show some perseverance after upsets 

with adult support. 

Begin to understand and discuss consequences of 

our behaviour, e.g.  If I hit someone, it hurts and 

they are upset. 

 

Link events (in books, real life etc) with feelings 

and discuss them, e.g. She is angry that he 

snatched the toy. 

 

Wait with increased patience, when necessary, e.g. 

when waiting for a turn on the computer. 

 

Work on short activities independently, e.g. a 

phonics game.  

 

Self-regulation 

• Show an understanding of their own feelings 

and those of others and begin to regulate their 

behaviour accordingly. 

• Set and work towards simple goals, being able 

to wait for what they want and control their 

immediate impulses when appropriate. 

• Give focused attention to what the teacher 

says, responding appropriately even when 

engaged in an activity, and show an ability to 

follow instructions involving several ideas or 

actions.  

PD Move in a range of ways – crawl, 

walk, jump, run 

 

Attempt to avoid obstacles/stop 

 

Climb stairs using alternative feet 

 

Stand/balance on one leg 

 

Use a trike/scooter 

 

Create lines and circles pivoting from 

my shoulder and elbow.  

 

Run and stop with some control 

 

Explore skipping as a travelling action 

 

Jump and hop with bent knees 

 

Throw larger balls and beanbags into a 

space 

 

Begin to drop and catch with two hands 

 

Hit/move a ball with hands and feet  

 

 

 

 

Create shapes with my body showing some 

stillness in a pose 

 

Begin to take weight on different body parts 

 

Move using a short sequence of actions.  

 

Explore skipping as a travelling action 

 

Develop some ball control – bounce, throw, catch, 

kick  

Gross Motor skills  

• Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with 

consideration for themselves and others. 

• Demonstrate strength, balance and 

coordination when playing.  

•  Move energetically, such as running, 

jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping and 

climbing.  
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Show preference for a dominant 

hand. 

 

Use a spoon and fork. 

 

Do up a zip with support. 

 

Use scissors to make snips. 

 

Draw horizontal/vertical lines and 

circles. 

 

Use mark making tools. 

 

Hold pencil with fingers (not palmar 

grasp). 

 

Show good pencil control with good 

pressure. 

 

Use Kinetic Letters pencil pick up. 

 

Developing a tripod grip. (three friends 

hold) 

 

Use a knife and fork. 

 

Develop recognisable letters (using RWI 

formation phrases) 

 

Use scissors to cut a straight line. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use Kinetic Letters pencil pick up with 

automaticity. 

 

Use a tripod grip (three friends hold) most of the 

time.  

 

Develop recognisable letters (using Kinetic Letters 

formation) – down, up, push, pull, flick, slide, 

bump.  

 

Use a knife and fork proficiently.  

 

Use scissors correctly to cut shapes. 

 

 

 

 

 

Fine Motor Skills 

• Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for 

fluent writing - using the tripod grip in almost 

all cases.  

• Use a range of small tools, including scissors, 

paintbrushes and cutlery. 

• Show accuracy and care when drawing.  

 

L Enjoys listening to stories/rhymes. 

 

Can retell a simple story from lived 

experiences.   

 

Can name/comment on the 

events/characters from a familiar 

story.  

 

Listens attentively at story/rhyme time. 

 

Talk about the main events of a story 

(beginning, middle, ending) with 

prompting/ text map. 

 

Join in with the repeated refrains from a 

familiar story (using a book/ text map for 

support). 

 

Begin to use language from 

stories/rhymes when discussing it/in role 

play.  

Understand story structure and can sequence a 

familiar story using images or objects. 

 

Tell the story to another person using the book or 

images (e.g text map). 

 

Make a simple prediction based on the events of a 

story so far. 

 

Use the language from stories/rhymes within role 

play and discussions. 

 

Comprehension 

• Demonstrate understanding of what has 

been read to them by retelling stories and 

narratives using their own words and 

recently introduced vocabulary.  

• Anticipate – where appropriate – key 

events in stories. 

• Use and understand recently introduced 

vocabulary during discussions about 

stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems 

and during role-play.  
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Understand print has different 

meanings e.g. name/shops/labels 

 

Recognise their name 

 

Recognise rhyme 

 

Hear and say the initial sound for a 

word 

 

 

End of Aut 1 

Read first 16 set 

1 sounds  

 

Group B 

End of Aut 2 

Read 25 single 

letter set 1 

sounds 

 

Blend sounds 

into words orally 

 

Group C  

End of Spr 1 

31 set 1 sounds 

(sh/th/qu/ch/ng/ 

nk) 

 

Blend sounds to 

read words 

 

Read short ditty 

stories 

 

Ditty Group 

End of Spr 2 

35 set 1 sounds 

(ll,ff,ss,ck) 

 

Read red 

storybooks 

 

Red group 

Summer  

First 6 set 2 

sounds (41 

total) 

 

Read Green, 

then purple 

story books 

 

Green group 

Word reading 

• Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet 

and at least 10 digraphs. 

• Read words consistent with their phonic 

knowledge by sound-blending. 

• Read aloud simple sentences and books 

that are consistent with their phonic 

knowledge, including common exception 

words. 

 

Attempts to write their name using 

some letters 

 

Discuss the marks they make, e.g. 

“this is a car” 

 

Say the initial sound of a word 

 

 

Write their name (using RWI formation) 

 

Beginning to have correct formation of 

lower-case letters (RWI formation). 

 

Orally compose a simple sentence. 

 

Orally segment CVC words. 

 

Write single letter strings. 

 

 

Use kinetic letters formation when writing with 

visual prompts and/or adult support.  

 

Write and spell CVC words correctly (using fred 

fingers) 

 

Begin to write some red words. 

 

Write words using known graphemes. 

 

Correct formation of majority of letters taught 

(using Kinetic Letters formation). 

 

Writes captions/simple sentences with support, 

using known graphemes. 

 

Can read writing back to themselves and others. 

 

   

Writing 

• Write recognisable letters, most of which 

are correctly formed. 

•  Spell words by identifying sounds in them 

and representing the sounds with a letter 

or letters. 

• Write simple phrases and sentences that 

can be read by others.   
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M 

 

 

 

Subitise (to 3) 

 

Count 1:1 to 5 objects 

 

Understand cardinal principle (last 

number said represents how many) 

 

Represent 3 – 

fingers/counters/objects 

 

Match numeral and amount to 3 

 

Identify when a set can be subitised and 

when counting in needed 

 

Subitise different arrangements of 

quantities up to 5 

 

Represent an amount using fingers to 

represent a quantity within 5 

 

Count accurately using 1:1 

correspondence (cardinal principle), 

knowing that the last count tells us ‘how 
many’.  
 

Recognise and match numeral and 

amount to 5 

 

 

 

Subitise up to 5 and beyond (with increasing 

confidence) and connect quantities to numerals 

 

Represent amounts to 10 – fingers/10 

frame/objects 

 

Recognise and match numeral and amount to 10 

 

Show confidence when using 1:1 correspondence 

(cardinal principle), knowing that the last count 

tells us ‘how many’, link cardinality and ordinality 
through the ‘staircase’ pattern.   
 

 

Number 

• Have a deep understanding of number to 

10, including the composition of each 

number. 

•  Subitise (recognise quantities without 

counting) up to 5 and beyond, identifying 

when a quantity can be subitised and when 

counting is necessary.  

• Automatically recall (without reference to 

rhymes, counting or other aids) number 

bonds for numbers 0-5 (including 

subtraction facts) and some number bonds 

to 10, including double facts.   

 

 

Recite numbers to 10 

 

Compare more/less (fewer) 

 

Sort objects in a way that makes 

sense to them 

 

 

 

Compare and sort sets of objects 

 

Begin to develop the language of ‘whole’ 
when talking about objects which have 

parts 

 

Make different arrangements of 

numbers within 5 and talk about what 

they can see. E.g “2 is a part and 3 is a 
part, the whole is 5”.  
 

Spot smaller numbers ‘hiding’ inside 
larger numbers  

 

 

Begin to talk about the ways that 5 can be made 

up – part/whole and identify what missing part is 

 

Explore the structure of 6 and 7 (5 and a bit) 

connecting this to finger patterns/Hungarian 

number frame 

 

Recite numbers to 20, beginning to recognise 

pattern in numbers 

 

Order numbers to 10 

 

Identify equal and unequal groups when 

comparing numbers 

 

 

Numerical patterns 

• Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the 

pattern of the number system. 

• Compare quantities up to 10 in different 

contexts, recognising when one quantity is 

greater than, less than or the same as the 

other quantity. 

• Explore and represent patterns within 

numbers up to 10, including evens and 

odds, double facts and how quantities can 

be distributed equally.  

 

 Identify pattern – spotty/stripey etc 

 

Term 1 & 2 will cover: 

 

Term 3 & 4 will cover: 

 

Compare length – long, short, longer, shorter, 

longest, shortest, longer than, shorter than 

SSM 

 

NO ASSESSMENT AT ELG 
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Name common 2d shapes and notice 

in environment (circle, triangle, 

square) 

 

Begin to understand positional 

language – in/on/under/in 

front/behind 

Compare size – bigger, smaller, 

longer, shorter 

Compare mass – lighter, heavier 

Compare capacity – holds more, 

holds less, holds the same 

 

Notice, copy, say what comes next 

and spot mistakes in simple patterns 

 

Begin to know days of the week 

 

Identify and name circles, triangles and 4 

sided shapes and say how they know 

 

Compare and sort 2d shapes by their 

properties 

 

Spot 2d shapes in the environment  

 

Use the language ‘sides, corners’  
 

Begin to use positional language ‘ in’, 
‘on’, ‘under ’, ‘over ’, ‘beside’, 
‘between’, ‘in front of’, ‘around’, 
‘through’ and ‘behind’.  
 

Use language such as ‘first’, ‘then’, 
‘after’, ‘before’, ‘day’, ‘night’, 
‘morning’, ‘afternoon’, ‘today’ and 
‘tomorrow’ to describe different 
events. 

 

Compare height – short, tall, taller, shorter, tallest, 

shortest, taller than, shorter than 

Explain how they know  

 

Talk about time: 

I can do _____ in one minute. 

It takes me _____ to...  

Tomorrow we will... 

Yesterday we ... 

Use language first, then, after 

There are ____ sleeps/days until… 

 

 

Know days of the week in order  

Know some months of the year 

Term 5 and 6 will cover: 

 

Compare mass – heavier than, lighter than using 

balance scales 

Predict if objects will float/sink 

“The mass of the ____ is ___ cubes” 

 

Compare capacity – how many can fit, ___ has 

the same capacity as ____ because…, 
greatest/smallest capacity, holds the most, holds 

the least.  

 

Explore 3D shapes: 

Name common 3-D shapes 

Use language flat faces, curved surface 

Explore rolling and stacking shapes 

Say what is the same/ what is different when 

comparing 3d shapes 

 

Explore patterns: 

ABC and ABCD, where all the elements are 

different. This can then progress to AABB, 

AAB and ABB patterns. 

Copy and continue patterns 
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UTW Talk about themselves/family 

 

Show interest in different 

occupations/talk about different jobs 

 

To talk about past and present events in 

my own life, growing up from birth to 

4/5 years old. 

 

To understand the past and present 

from talking about stories they have 

heard. 

 

 

 

 

 

To compare similarities and differences of photos 

of parents and themselves (identifying furniture, 

clothing, photo quality) 

 

To discuss the sequencing of setting, characters 

and events of stories that have been read in class 

 

Past and Present 

• Talk about the lives of the people around 

them and their roles in society 

• Know some similarities and differences 

between things now and in the past, 

drawing on experiences and what has been 

read in class 

• Understand the past through settings, 

characters, and events encountered in 

books read in class and storytelling 

Explore their environment 

 

Notice similarities/differences 

between people 

 

Show understanding/positive 

attitude of differences between 

people 

 

Talk about places they have visited 

and their experiences  

 

 

 

Begin to show care for living things 

and the environment – 

plants/animals 

 

Talk about what they can see/hear 

Begin to understand that there are 

different cultures in our community. 

 

Know and understand that families and 

people are different and that is ok.  

 

To explore their immediate school 

environment. 

 

 

 

 

 

To identify the processes of compounds 

changing (ice melting to water and 

water made to ice – play dough powder 

to solid form) 

 

To use the vocabulary before, after, 

grow and eat in context. 

 

To describe the current season and 

changes that have occurred. 

 

 

 

Recognise and identify key features and locations 

from their local area 

 

To draw a simple map with key features. 

 

To identify cultural differences (hot weather/cold 

weather, trees, animals) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To clearly identify features from the natural world 

around us (park, tree, houses, paths)  

 

To be able to draw/describe features 

 

To describe the current season and changes that 

have occurred commenting on things they have 

noticed. 

 

 

 

People, cultures and communities 

• Describe the immediate environment using 

knowledge from observation, discussion, 

stories non-fiction texts and maps 

• Know some similarities and differences 

between religious and cultural communities 

in this country drawing on their experiences 

and what has been read in class 

• Explain some similarities and differences 

between life in this country and life in other 

countries, drawing on knowledge from 

stories, non-fiction texts and where 

appropriate maps 

The natural world 

• Explore the natural world around them, 

making observations and drawing pictures 

of animals and plants 

• Know some similarities and differences 

between the natural world around them and 

contrasting environments drawing on their 

experiences and what has been read in class  

• Understand some important processes and 

changes in the natural world around them, 

including seasons and changing states of 

matter. 
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EAD Join materials – glue/tape 

 

Have own ideas 

 

Create closed shapes - represent 

objects/movements through 

drawing/painting e.g. face 

 

Show emotion in drawings – 

happy/sad 

 

Explore colour and colour mixing 

 

To choose and use a variety of materials 

to create their own artwork 

 

To select and use the appropriate tools 

for the appropriate process. (Thick and 

thin brushes, glue sticks or PVA glue) 

 

 

To draw or talk through ideas of a planned creation 

 

To discuss and explain their design/creation. 

 

 

To select and use the appropriate tools for the 

appropriate process demonstrating safety. 

 

 

 

 

Creating with materials 

• Safely use and explore a variety of materials, 

tools and techniques, experimenting with 

colour, design, texture, form and function 

• Share their creations, explaining the 

processes they have used 

• Make up props and materials when role 

playing characters in narratives and stories 

 

Access small world/role play 

 

Request and join in with known 

rhymes/songs 

 

Experiment with range of 

instruments 

 

Begin to match pitch and melody  

 

 

 

To play imaginatively with their peers 

and select appropriate props 

 

To join class in songs most of the time. 

 

Attempt to move in time with the music 

 

To innovate well known narratives with their own 

ideas in their play/writing 

 

To join in with imitating in ‘Talk for Writing’ when 
retelling the model text 

 

Being imaginative and expressive 

• Invent, adapt and recount narratives and 

stories with peers and teacher 

• Sind a range of well-known nursery rhymes 

and songs 

• Perform songs, rhymes poems and stories 

with others and when appropriate move in 

time to the music 
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Progression in pen grip: 


